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SUB J : REQUEST FOR POLITICAL ASYLUM BY LAO GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL 

1. AT 0630 HOURS LOCAL TIME MAY 10 THE DIRECTOR AND 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF LAO NATIONAL DOCUMENTATION CENTER (NDC), 
THE LAO INTELLIGENCE SERVICE, BRIG. GENERAL KHAMHOU BOUSSARATH 
AND HIS DEPUTY COLONEL ARYA PHIMMASONE CALLED ON NARCOTICS 
ATTACHE AND POLITICAL OFFICER TO MAKE FORMAL REQUEST 
FOR POLITICAL ASYLUM IN U.S. THEY NOTED THEY INTEND TO 
REMAIN UNTIL LAST MINUTE, BUT THEY ARE SENDING THEIR 
FAMILIES (RESPECTIVELY SIX AND NINE CHILDREN, PLUS 
WIVES, TO BANGKOK FOR SAFEHAVEN.) 

2. THEY ALSO REQUESTED THAT EMBOFFS ASSIST THEM 

IN CHANGING THEIR KIP ON HAND (APPROXIMATELY 13 MILLION) 

INTO DOLLARS. THEY SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED THAT THEY 
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THE FURTHER ASKED FOR ASSISTANCE IN EITHER SELLING 
GENERAL KHAMHOU'S PERSONAL VEHICLE OR GETTING IT ACROSS 
BORDER INTO THAILAND. EMBOFFS PROMISED TO LOOK INTO 
FIRST TWO QUESTIONS, BUT INFORMED KHAMHOU THAT 
THE DISPOSITION OF HIS CAR AND OTHER MATERIAL POSSESSIONS 
IS HIS OWN PROBLEM. 

3. AS DEPARTMENT IS WELL AWARE BOTH OF THESE OFFICERS 
HAVE WORKED CLOSELY WITH VARIOUS USG AGENCIES OVER MANY 
YEARS. BESIDES WEARING NDC HATS, KHAMHOU AND ARYA HEAD 
THE LAO EQUIVALENT OF DEA, THE GROUPE SPECIAL D1NVESTIN- 
GATION. THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THEY WOULD FIGURE HIGH ON ANY 
LIST OF PERSONS SLATED FOR RETRIBUTION IF PATHET LAO SHOULD 
ASSUME CONTROL OF LAOS EVEN NON- VIOLENTLY. (THEY ARE BOTH 
ON OUR KIP LIST.) 

4. THEIR CASE HIGHLIGHTS THE FACT THAT INCREASING NUMBERS 
OF LAO KIPS SOON WILL BE CALLING ON US FOR ASSISTANCE. WE 
THEREFORE NEED ANSWERS ON URGENT BASIS TO FOLLOWING 
QUESTIONS: 

A) ARE WE AUTHORIZED TO GRANT POLITICAL ASYLUM TO PERSONS, 
SUCH AS KHAMHOU/ARYA, WHO FRF, I. THEMSELVES TO BE IN IMMINENT 
PERIL BEFORE THERE HAS BEEN A SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN 
POLITICAL SITUATION? 

B) IS USG AUTHORIZED TO MAKE EXCHANGE CONVERSIONS OF 
KIP TO DOLLARS ON BEHALF OF KIPS? IS THERE A LIMIT ON 
THE AMOUNT THAT WE SHOULD CHANGE PER PERSON? 

5. WHILE WE DO NOT IMAGINE THAT MANY LAO KIPS WILL 
CHOOSE TO GO TO U.S., GIVEN THEIR TRADITIONAL TIES, IN 
MOST CASES, TO FRANCE, WE SHOULD HELP KIPS AT TIME WHEN 
THEIR GOVERNMENT APPEARS TO THEM TO BE ON VERGE OF FALLING 
HOWEVER "PEACEFULLY" TO PRO-COMMUNIST ELEMENTS. ALTHOUGH 
VIENTIANE MAY NOT FALL AS DRAMATICALLY AS SAIGON 

OR PHNOM PENH, WE BELIEVE WE HAVE RESPONSIBILITY TO 
THOSE WITH WHOM WE HAVE WORKED FOR MANY YEARS AND WHO AS A 
CONSEQUENCE MUST FLEE THEIR COUNTRY OR RISK THEIR LIVES. 
CHAPMAN 
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